
Roberta Roll is the current president of
the Copake Grange. She relocated to
Copake in 1991 because it was a good
place to raise her son and she loved its
rural charm. Roberta may not be a
"scientific farmer" like Frank but she is
a wise gardener. Her education has
made her knowledgeable in nutrition
and herbal medicine. In addition, she
has helped many through bodywork,
movement therapy, and yoga.

Roberta's commitment to the Grange
began in 2017, joining to help the
Grange become a vital part of the
community again. She has always been
civic-minded—she writes the town's
monthly newsletter, chaired the Hamlet
Revitalization Task Force, and is a
member of the Economic Development
Advisory Committee.

Like her 1903 predecessor, Roberta is a
gifted singer but beyond that she is also
an extraordinary dancer. Continued on Page 3
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Frank Sherman was the first master
(current title is president) of the
Copake Grange. He came to Copake in
1870 when he was four years old to
live with his grandparents on the Sweet
family farm. When he was only 23, he
inherited the farm and through
"scientific farming" he became a
successful farmer. He helped to spur
the growth of the dairy industry in
Columbia County. At one point in time,
he had over fifty head of purebred
Holsteins. This was quite an
accomplishment in the early 1900s.

Above all else, Frank was civic-minded
and generous in spirit. He was the heart
and soul of the Copake Grange, nursing
it through its early years. He was a
popular lecturer, an effective master,
and had an unbridled spirit of
optimism. Among his many abilities,
Frank was a singer who harmonized
with a Grange quartet.. Continued on Page 3

Copake Grange
has the best

entertainment
in town!

June 25
3rd Annual

Cupcake Celebration
11 am–2 pm

July 7
Open Mic Night, 7 pm

July 22
120th Anniversary Dinner

5 pm

August 4
Open Mic Night, 7 pm

September 1
Open Mic Night, 7 pm

September 9
3rd Annual Ice Cream Social

and Square Dance

Sept. 23
Garrin Benfield,

singer/songwriter, 5 pm

September 30
Open Poetry Night

October 6
Open Mic Night, 7 pm

October 28
Movie and Pizza Night

November 3
Open Mic Night, 7 pm

November 10–12, 17–19
Blithe Spirit (TTOUP)

December 1
Open Mic Night, 7 pm

Dec. 2
Open House at the Grange

Coming in 2024

January
Chili Cook-off

January and March
Movie & Dinner Nights

Check online for
additional details

www.copakegrange.org/events

COPAKE GRANGE
REVEALS ITS SECRETS

Celebrates its 120th Anniversary and is better than ever!
Some community organizations come and go but the Copake Grange has maintained
its vitality and has been the place to be since 1903. Find out how we did it!

Secret #2 The Best Leaders Lead by Listening

1903 2023
Roberta Roll

President

Have you driven down Empire Road and passed the Copake Grange? What do
you know about it? This issue of The Changing Granger will take you behind the
scenes to explore the past, present, and future of the Copake Grange.

Then and now, Grange leaders have had much in common. They discovered the
"lost art" of listening and used its magic. Their goal has always been to build
consensus and embark on projects that are to the benefit of the Grange and the
community. The mystery is how they were able to do it.

Frank Sherman
Master

Without a doubt, the first thing Copake
Grangers wanted to do in 1903 was to
build a hall for their Grange. The
challenge was where to locate it. In
spite of the fact that no location for the
building had been decided upon,
construction plans were moving full-
steam ahead. Fortunately, Mrs. Carrie
Langdon offered to sell the Grange
property that she and Mrs. Charity Ann
Snyder owned. The price was right—
one dollar. Unsurprisingly, her offer
was unanimously accepted by the
members.

.

1903

www.copakegrange.org --------- Instagram @copakegrange --------- Facebook.com/ CopakeGrange --------- www.friendsofcopakegrange.org

EXPLORE THE HIDDEN WORLD OF
THE COPAKE GRANGE

2023

Learn how to stay young

and exciting!

(like new members, Oleg Shcherbakov

and Veronica Brodsky)
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Become a Part of Grange History
Dedicate a Seat

Why dedicate a seat? The Copake Grange is
proud of its history as the oldest, continuously
operating cultural institution in the Roe Jan
area. Since 1903, the Grange has hosted
countless theater productions, musical
programs, lectures, fun presentations, and
community activities. Now, it’s your chance to
support the Copake Grange in a meaningful and
special way—by dedicating a theater seat to a
friend, loved one, organization, or just for you.
With your help the show will go on!

When you buy a "ticket" for $120, you will be
able to choose the wording for a plaque that will
go on the armrest. Maybe a quote, a poem, a
few meaningful words, or just a name? All are
possible. The limit is 5 lines of no more than 40
characters.

THE BEST SEAT IS YOUR SEAT

Order online today!
https://www.friendsofcopakegrange.org/seat-dedication

Use the QR Code to order
online

or go to the
Friends of Copake Grange

website:

Jeanne Mettler, Roberta Roll, Glenn Pupa, and Tom Goldsworthy. Together,
these long-time and new members got the ball rolling again. Membership
increased, fundraising improved and exciting programs were created. The
Grange was back! The leadership team in 2018 included Chris Quinby,
president; Marcia Becker, treasurer; Glenn Pupa, vice president; Andy Fisher,
member-at-large; and Jeanne Mettler, secretary. Today, the Grange is on the
lookout for new heroes—maybe you?

Even the best of organizations have
times when the situation looks
perilous. Such was the case for the
Copake Grange in the early 2000s.
For several years, membership had
been declining and attendance at
meetings was as low as four or five,
too few to make a quorum. Bill
Newcomb, Marcia Becker, Bernice
O'Connell, and Chris Quinby, along
with Ingrid Cain, Joanne Delamater,
Mibs Zelley, Brian Boom, and
Leslie Wood, had heroically held
the fort for years but they needed
help. In 2017, new people came on
board. These newcomers were

Secret #3 Find your heroes

On stairs, top to bottom, Chris Quinby, Marcia Becker,
Glenn Pupa, and Andy Fisher. On left, Jeanne Mettler.

There are three types

of people:

The ZEROs who do nothing

The NEROs who tell others

what to do

The HEROES who are always

there when you need them

Paraphrased from a neatly
typed note in the archives of the
Copake Grange



Secret #2 Continued from Page 1

There's no doubt about it—Rita
Jakubowski is in the running for best
Grange secretary of the 21st century.
Although only 23 years into the
century, it is hard to believe anyone
could be better. Like John Scott, Rita
took on the secretary position when no
one else would volunteer. In many
ways, Rita is better suited for
membership development than
secretary (fortunately, she does both).
She holds the record for recruiting the
most new members.

Although the minutes are no longer
handwritten (all the better since many
people cannot read cursive), they are
just as detailed as those from the 1900s.
Her minutes are destined to be a
treasure for Grange historians of the
22nd century.

Rita is a winner in more ways than one.
In 2019, she was the winner of the
50/50 Raffle. The prize was $5000.
Rita immediately announced she would
be donating the winnings to the
Grange. Her generosity also comes in
the form of cakes and plants which she
donates for Grange events.

Rita has had a successful career in
finance and has also been involved in
real estate in NYC. Her credentials far
exceed the requirements for her Grange
"jobs." She is modest to a fault which is
why she was given no choice about
being featured in this issue.

Page 2. The Copake Grange Thanks Our Friends in the Hamlet Summer 2022

Secret #2 Continued from Page 1

John W. Scott was arguably the best
Grange secretary in the early 1900s. He
took on this responsibility because
others wouldn't. John was always
willing to help when called upon. He
and his wife hosted the first fundraiser
for the newly established Grange at
their home. The "sociable" was a great
success and raised $28.91 (equivalent
to almost $1000 in 2023 buying
power).

As secretary, his minutes were always
carefully handwritten in a script that
was broad, generous in style, and easy
to read. The details of meetings were
recorded with precision and because of
him, there is a good picture of the first
years of the Copake Grange.

After several years as secretary, John
became the master. Unsurprisingly,
filling the secretary position was a
problem. When no volunteer came
forward, the situation was resolved by
deciding to pay the secretary one dollar
a month, a small price to pay
(approximately equivalent to $35
today) for the service.

John was a farmer, businessman, and
justice of the peace. He also dabbled in
real estate and was elected as a
"farmer" representative to the New
York State Assembly. He was a modest
man, always willing to stand behind his
colleague, Frank Sherman and work
hard for the good of the Grange.
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1903
John W. Scott
Secretary

2023
Rita Jakubowski
Secretary

Roberta Roll Janet Mackin Rita Jakubowski Noel Fair
President Vice President Recording Secretary Treasurer

Harry Hussey Tom Goldsworthy Diane Valden Chris Quinby
Steward Lecturer Assistant Chaplain

Grange Musician Steward

Mark Fischweicher Vicki Sander Jeanne Mettler Carol
Grange Poet Flora Pomona Gansowski

Ceres

Friends of Copake

Veronica June Paulette Andy Janet
McTiernan Makela Bonanno Fisher Mackin
President Treasurer Secretary Director Director

Tom June Paulette Alan Bill
Goldsworthy Makela Bonanno Friedman Newcomb

Fin. Secretary GatekeeperExecutive Committee



We are an integrated workshop of Camphill Village, growing, selecting, and
cleaning our seed with great care. Pioneers of seed transparency, we grow
most varieties in our own gardens and source the rest from committed
biodynamic farmers.

Offering 385+ varieties of open-pollinated, Demeter certified Biodynamic ®,
and organic vegetable, flower and herb seeds, including over 60 Heirloom
varieties.

https://turtletreeseed.org/ (1-800-930-7009
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Secret #4
Find people who know how to get things done.
A 120-year old building is always in need of
tender, loving care, i.e. repairs, maintenance, and
upgrades. The Grange is fortunate to have a
talented Building Committee to handle day-to-day
things. Do-it-yourself projects are one thing; hiring
skilled personnel is another. As many readers
know, it is sometimes a thankless task to find and
supervise tradespeople and to make sure your
project doesn't fall off their to-do list. Thanks go to
all the members of the Building Committee
(pictured on right) The outside of the Grange still
needs a lot of work. The windows have peeling
paint and the handicap ramp looks shabby. Are
there improvement plans? These projects are high
on the priority list but right now the Grange's motto
is first things first. In I920, Grange Hall was wired
for electricity. Now, more than 100 years later, it is

Top photo (l to r) Bob Callahan,
Catherine Mikic,
Ben Gedamanski, Steve Sanborn
(missing June Makela and Amy
Clifford)
Bottom photo (l to r) Dave Pells and
Al Fair

essential to upgrade the wiring and install some new light fixtures. In addition,
the furnace needs to be replaced. The changes inside the Grange are virtually
invisible to the casual observer but they are the most important.

With the support of generous donors (see listing on page 11), grants from
community organizations such as the Rheinstrom Hill Community Foundation,
Hudson River Bank and Trust, Bank of Greene County, and the advertisers in
this issue, the Grange is on its way to getting the building back to its 1903
condition.
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COBBLE POND FARM
Craryville, NY
518-325-0329

Full Deli
Lottery
Beer

Gas and Diesel

Secret #5 Follow tradition but ...

When the National Grange was established in 1867, a
position titled "lecturer" was created. Oliver Kelley, the
founder, knew that rural farmers and their wives had
little access to cultural activities and felt it essential to
include entertainment and educational programs into
the activities of local Granges. It was the responsibility
of the lecturer to arrange for such activities at the end
of meetings. It could be recitations, readings, contests

Tom Goldsworthy
Lecturer and Webmaster
or telling jokes (there was a lot of joke telling).

Tom Goldsworthy is the current lecturer but things have changed. Members
no longer crave entertainment in the same way. With busy lives, people rush
out after meetings to do other things.

Tom has been called on to manage a much more modern-day role—he is the
webmaster of the Copake Grange website, a role never envisioned in the
1800s. Want to know what's happening at the Grange? It is on the website
thanks to Tom.

An example of a
lecturer's presentation in
1904. In 2023, would
members stay for such
entertainment—a piano
solo, a burlesque, a singer
from Ancram? Could
today's members even
read the cursive writing?
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Copake
Grange

Salutes our
Friends



Secret #6 Honor your history

"It's a treasure trove!" is what Janet
Mackin said when she saw the books and
books of Copake Grange minutes. In
addition to being vice president, Janet is
also the Grange historian. She has spent
the last two years submerged in Grange
history. "There are photos, loose scraps
of notes, memorabilia, regalia, and even
some pages of jokes to read through. I
feel like a detective." She is currently
working on a book covering the first
twenty years of Copake Grange's history
which should be available by early next
year. For those who can't wait to find out
what went on at the earliest meetings, the
minutes are available online at
www.copakegrange.org. Janet with the
help of Liz Fenamore, has scanned the
minutes from 1902–1942 and more are in
process.

"We owe so much to those who kept the
Grange going during the most difficult
years." Bernice O'Connell is one of those
people—she has been a member of the
Grange for more than 25 years and is still
active.
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above, top, 120th Anniversary
postcard; middle, original minutes
books; bottom photo,
Bernice O'Connell (l)
Janet Mackin (r) Grange
Historian

Secret #7 Listen to the stories

Bill Newcomb probably knows more about the Copake Grange than anyone.
He is a past president and can tell stories about the Grange through the years.
Now, he is happy to see how others are pitching in and he helps in different
ways. His specialty is flyfishing and he offers a program at the Grange on how
to tie flies for lures. Some may call him "the reel cowboy" but others think him
more a "raconteur flytier." Bill talks as he demonstrates and "lures" in even
those who thought they had no interest in fishing. If you are lucky, he will give
you one of his handmade flies. Perfect for any wall in your home.

Saturday
September 9, 2023

5pm–8pm

The Copake Grange thanks the Taconic Wayside Inn for their support.

Tickets go on sale
in July.



Summer 2023 The Changing Granger 9

Notes from a Grange Newbie

Six weeks before the word Covid was invented, my husband Bill and I signed a

contract on what is now our house in Copake. By the time we were actually able to

move, a world-wide lockdown was in place. We had a few friends up here; we also

zoomed a great deal and, like many others, vastly improved our cooking skills. But

everything was pretty much closed-up tight.

It is said that some of the major linchpins of a happy life are family, friends, and

an interest in social interaction. Wanting to learn more about our newly adopted

community, I looked around for opportunities to get to know people and contribute

to life here. Happily, I came upon The Grange. I was immediately welcomed and, even

though I am a somewhat shy person, found many opportunities to help out with and

participate in a variety of activities sponsored by the Grange—activities that

benefit everyone in the community, and to which all are invited.

Early last summer, I broke my arm. It was painful and recovery was long, forcing

me into an extended period of unwanted couch potatohood. Bill, an active guy, was

uneasy about exercising in case he got injured as well, which would render us both

unable to drive. We do have friends up here, but I told Bill I felt sure that, even

though I was a very new member and didn’t know many people, fellow Grange

members would help us out if needed. And I was proved right!

So please investigate The Grange and consider joining. You can participate on any

level and in a variety of ways. You will find yourself among a group of fun,

committed and helpful people. To coin a phrase, you’ll be Home, Home on The Grange!

Ann Strohmeier

Ann Strohmeier (l) no longer needs her sling.
She is back to normal and her wit is better than
ever. You might get to meet her when she reads
one for her stories at Open Mic Night.

Open Mic Nights are held
on the first Friday of every
month at 7pm.

Mail this application to:
Copake Grange

PO Box 33
Copake, NY 12516

Apply online:
www.copakegrange.org/join



Thanks to the
Fundraising Team

Paulette Bonanno
Brian Boom
Bruce Darling
Liz Fenemore
Janet Mackin

Veronica McTiernan
Vicki Sander
Gabrielle Tessler
Richard Wolf

To find out about renting
Grange Hall email:
copakegrange@gmail.com

We are The Friends
In 2019, a small group of Grange members came
together and established a 501c3 with the sole
purpose of supporting the Copake Grange.

We take immense pride in our achievements over
the past four years. Through a combination of
grants and fundraising events, we have
successfully secured essential funding.

Thanks to these funds, we have been able to
make significant improvements to the Grange
including major electrical rewiring, new gutters
and exterior doors, a new stove, and many other
smaller but important upgrades. In addition,
funds were earmarked for kids' programs and
events. As we look to the future, we will be
installing a new handicap ramp and we have
plans for additional exterior projects. While these
infrastructure upgrades may not be glamorous,
they remain our top priority. We extend our
heartfelt gratitude to our members, local
businesses, and the grant providers who have
supported us. You are our heroes!

Veronica McTiernan, President
Paulette Bonanno, Secretary
June Makela, Treasurer
Andy Fisher, Director
Janet Mackin, Director

Want to help the Copake Grange?

Send a check to
Friends of Copake Grange,

PO Box 33, Copake, NY 12516

Donate online www.friendsofcopakegrange.org

Enter Text Here.

711 Co Rd 3, Ancramdale, NY 12503

Hours:
Monday Closed
Tuesday Closed

Wednesday 4:30–8 PM
Thursday 4:30–8 PM

Friday 4:30–8 PM
Saturday 4:30–8 PM
Sunday 4:30–8 PM

Phone: (518) 329-1500
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Every fundraising activity, whether grant-
writing, planning fundraisers, or the inglorious,
behind-the-scenes assignments, requires time
and effort but there is no job more difficult than
the direct "ask." Vicki Sander and Gabrielle
Tessler deserve special acknowledgement for
being the "askers." They have the resilience to
accept the "no's" and the courage to walk the
fine line between asking too often or for too
much.

Bravo and a big thanks to all the local
businesses who supported us by saying "YES!"
Every penny is crucial, and we couldn't be more
grateful. Together, we are helping to shape a
vibrant community in Copake.

PLANNING A WEDDING?

CONSIDER RENTING THE COPAKE GRANGE

The historic Copake Grange is equipped with a 90-seat theater, upright piano,
movie screen and mounted projector, sound system, kitchen, equipment, a
reception area, tables and chairs. It is available for performances, parties,

workshops and other events.

Rental Rates
Parties/Events $100 per day for use of the common room,

kitchen (excluding the use of the stove) and rest rooms
$125 per day with use of kitchen for cooking

For information regarding rentals for performances, arts, educational or
other events contact:

Roberta Roll, copakegrange@gmail.com or call (518) 329-0384

For rentals for parties or kitchen only, call Marcia Becker at (518) 610-1673.



$100-$199
Paulette Bonanno
Julie Cohen

Lynne Elizabeth and Cal Lobel
June Makela and Mark Fischweicher

Lindsay LeBrecht
Jed and Sharon Luchow

Jen Redman
Paul Robertson

Abigail Pessen Wolf and Richard Wolf
Barbara Janoff Silverstein

$50-$99
Len Barham
Richard Barton
Matt Cain

Judith Church
Julie Gardiner and Eric Martin

Marianne Gagnier and
Kimberly Sloane
Morgan Motors

Connie Lopez and Steve Sanborn
Joan Sacks

Ann Strohmeier

$6000 and above
Hudson River Bank & Trust
Rheinstrom Hill Community

Foundation

$500-$5999
The Polen Foundation
Bank of Greene County

Rita Jakubowski
Kneller Insurance Agency
Janet and Jim Mackin
Catherine Mikic

Scot Cohen Realty and
Domus

$200-$499
Kathy and Alan Friedman

Dave Pells
Veronica McTiernan

Roberta Roll
Diane Valden

Leslie Wood and Raymond Strom

Thanks to Our 2022 Supporters
(Donations received from January 1, 2022 - December 31, 2022)

Janet Mackin, Editor-in-Chief:
Mistakes? Let me know.

Questions? I'm ready to listen.
Suggestions? Always appreciated.
Contact: mackinjanet@gmail.com
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Supporters
Signe Adams

Karen Friedman Agnifilo
Franny Alexander
Marcia Becker
Howard Blue
Brian Boom
Judith Church
Fran Colombo

Lauren and Brendan Cranna
Elayne Dix

Carol Coleman
Al and Noel Fair
Liz Fenamore

Pat and Andy Fisher
Nicole Friedrich

Carol and Stosh Gansowski
Tom Goldsworthy
Harry Hussey
Jeffrey Judd
Esther Koslow
Peggy Lewis
Carol Loffman

Lois Lovisolo/Lisa McIver
Bernice O'Connell

Jane Peck
Dale Peterson
Susan Vaughn

Roe Jan Auto Center

Copake Auction

Sincere thanks to those who
contributed in non-monetary
ways, generously giving your
time and talent to the
betterment of the Grange and
the community.
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